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USMC 1981 -  1984  

 

 
 

 

Camp Pendleton, CA 1st Marine Division the 1st Battalion 9th Marines H&S Co. Communications Platoon - 

Tactical Air Control Party (TACP), June 1983 to Dec. 1984; WestPac 83-84 Okinawa, 35th MAU Battalion Landing 

Team (BLT) A. Co. 1st Battalion 9th Marines (TACP - 1st wave 2nd Amtrak) USS Fresno (LST 1182) practice beach 

landing in the Philippines (Sept. 83) and a canceled deployment to Beirut, Lebanon; Korea DMZ (TACP Bear Hunt 

Sept. - Nov. 83), Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) certified Feb. 3, 1984; Panama Canal in June 1984. 

 

Updated:  31st MAU Subic Bay, Philippines 3rd Marine Division HQ 31st MAU Comm Plt, Oct. 1982 to April 1983, 

WestPac 82-83 on the USS Belleau Wood (LHA-3). Shellback crossing the equator at 119.05.2 deg on Oct. 16, 

1982; Perth, Australia (Exercise Valiant Usher - Oct. 1982), the Pfc representative in the 1982 Marine Corps Ball in 

Freemantle, Australia; a practice beach landing for Berbera, Somalia in Diego Garcia, Indian Ocean (1st wave 3rd 

LCM - Nov. 10, 1982); Berbera, Somalia in Nov. 1982 for Operation Jade Tiger a USA presence in Somalia (1st 

wave 1st LCM); Wahabi Sands, Oman Dec. 1982 (Exercise Golden Lion aka Exercise Jade Tiger); Strait of Hormuz, 

Arabian Sea in Dec. 1982 including condu cting surveillance off the coast of Iran during a battle in the Iran/Iraq 

war. Singapore and then returned to the Philippines on  Dec. 31st 1982 during a time of heightened NPA guerrilla 

warfare. --  WestPac 1983 a cross-deck to the USS New Orleans (LPH-11), Korea in Feb. 1983 (Exercise Team Spirit 

83), Hong Kong, Okinawa, Philippines and in April 1983 returned to 7th Comm Bn in Camp Hansen, Okinawa. 

 

Camp Hansen Okinawa, Japan 3rd Marine Division 7th Communication Battalion, Communications Platoon May 

1982 to May 1983. 

 

MCCES School at 29 Palms, CA for Field Radio Operator Course (FROC) MOS 2531. 

 

Boot camp at MCRD San Diego Ca, in M Co. Platoon 3101 Nov. 10, 1981 - Jan. 29, 1982. 

 

LCpl David Anson Brown USMC 1981 ð 1984. 

¶ Capt. John Brown Documents pdf 

¶ David A. Brown USMC pdf 

¶ David A. Brown USMC Timeline here 

¶ David A. Brown USMC Bio here 

http://www.basicchristian.org/Capt._John_Brown_Documents.pdf
http://www.basicchristian.org/USMC_Brown_D_A.pdf
http://marines.togetherweserved.com/usmc/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=SBVTimeLine&type=Person&ID=382002
http://marines.togetherweserved.com/bio/LCplBrown1981to1984USMC


  



 

 



  



 

 
 

 

 



  



May 21, 2015  

Thinking about my fellow Jade Tiger Veterans 

May 21st is my original rotation (RTD) date from my first overseas tour (including Operation Jade Tiger). I was moved-up 

1 flight and actually returned to the USA on May 11, 1983 from Okinawa but always remember May 21st as my RTD 

date. 

Also thinking about the Veterans from other "Jade Tiger" like military operations 

WW II (1943) Exercise Tiger at Slapton Sans in Devonshire, England 

Exercise Tiger, or Operation Tiger, was the code name for one in a series of large-scale rehearsals for the D-Day invasion 

of Normandy, which took place on Slapton Sands or Slapton Beach in Devon. Coordination and communication problems 

resulted in friendly fire deaths during the exercise, and an Allied convoy positioning itself for the landing was attacked by 

E-boats of Nazi Germany's Kriegsmarine, resulting in the deaths of 946 American servicemen. The incident was under 

the strictest secrecy at the time due to the impending invasion, and was only nominally reported afterward; as a result it 

has been called "forgotten". ς Wikipedia.com 

 

Lebanon crisis (1958) Operation Blue Bat  

 

Vietnam (1967) Battle of Two July ς Operation Buffalo, 1st Bn 9th Marines "The Walking Dead" 

Vietnam (1970) Battle of Fire Base Ripcord 

Vietnam (1970) Operation Ivory Coast 

Vietnam (1971) Battle of Fire Base Mary Ann 

 

The Cold War (1970's) Operation Ivy Bells ς awarded the Presidential Unit Citation 

Iran Hostage Crisis (April 24, 1980) Operation Eagle Claw ς staging base located at Masirah Island near Oman 

*Somalia (1982 - November) Operation Jade Tiger ς aka Exercise Jade Tiger 

*Oman (1982 - December) Exercise Golden Lion ς aka Exercise Jade Tiger 

 

Afghanistan (2005) Operation Red Wings II 

*events participated in by David A. Brown USMC 1981-1984 

Note: much of the public information regarding these events appears to be either inaccurate or is missing altogether. 
When looking for information about these events you are going to need to read between the lines and keep looking until 
a more accurate picture emerges. 

 



Westpac 82 -83 su rveillance of Iran and Iraq War commonly known as the oil ñTanker Warò 
  
 
Prior to deploying on Westpac 82-83 the ship the USS Belleau Wood (LHA-3) had maintenance work done and received 
upgrades. The LHA-3 was scheduled to receive the upgraded phalanx weapon system prior to the 82-83 deployment. A 
last minute (budget and time) decision canceled the phalanx weapon system upgrade in favor of a new surveillance system 
upgrade. The phalanx weapon system was later added prior to the next LHA-3 Westpac deployment of July 1984. 
 
The new surveillance system upgrade for the first time allowed a US Navy ship to conduct full scale, high quality 
surveillance while underway. Previous to Westpac 82-83 a Navy ship would have to stop and shutdown most its operating 
systems and engines in order to conduct surveillance in a quiet mode aboard the ship i.e. the USS Liberty where the USS 
Liberty in 1967 when conducting surveillance had to shutdown all of their ships systems in order to eavesdrop with the 
electronic equipment they were using. 
 
In December 1982 the USS Belleau Wood (LHA-3) conducted surveillance of a battle in the Iran and Iraq war while off the 
coast of Southern Iran near the Strait of Hormuz. The Ship the USS Belleau Wood (LHA-3) conducted both types of 
electronic surveillance both with all power systems on and the ship underway and by the previous procedures (i.e. USS 
Liberty 1967) of powering down most of the ships systems and remaining "dead" in the water while silently conducting 
surveillance. Both of the surveillance results were the same quality with the new surveillance equipment. Since Westpac 
82-83 a US Navy ship can now conduct high quality surveillance while underway and maneuvering under power without 
having to shutdown and remain still and silent while conducting surveillance. 
 
I was outside on one of the upper decks with a few of the LHA-3 Sailors talking about Somalia while some of the 
surveillance, particularly the quiet mode surveillance was taking place as the ship sat off the cost of Iran. We could see 
the bushes that grow only in Iran on the nearby shore of Iran and we looked for Iranian artillery fire though we didn't see 
any or we didn't see much. Previous US ships in that area had witnessed the huge artillery battles between Iraq and Iran 
especially at night. Later it was confirmed that the surveillance equipment had performed with better than expected 
results. Those surveillance tests were carried on for several years and multiple US Navy ships conducted similar tests in 
the same area. 
 
Update December 2016: I hope this will be the last update for a while though I have made a commitment to truthfully 
and ACCURATELY present material and documents from our deployments. If something does come up that assists in 
documenting ƻǳǊ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎ LΩƭƭ ŀŘŘ it to my document. I think it is the responsibility of all Veterans to portray our 
military experiences as accurately as we possibly can. If in any of my material I need to make corrections or changes I will 
gladly make them. 
 
David A. Brown 
USMC 1981-1984 
  



 
February 2014 

 
 
Some of my lighter memories of WestPac 82-83. 
 
1. Of course seeing and boarding the USS Belleau Wood (LHA 3) for the first time, in the Philippines for me ς that ship was 
huge and all business. 
  
2. When we departed the Philippines and on route to Perth, Australia we passed really close by the resort Island of Bali it 
was a foggy misty morning though clearing. I was up on deck and tourists (seemingly Americans) were laying on the beach 
just relaxing and waiting for the sun and suddenly they looked up and through the clearing fog there was this huge 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ²ŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .² ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ 
they realized how long it would take for the slow moving ship to pass several tourists picked up their towels and headed 
off the beach with a no shortage of unkind words and gestures as they departed. It was really funny, mostly Americans 
but two different worlds colliding in the Far East. 
 
3. Midrats for everyone after Australia and on route to Somalia was a great time while it lasted. The ship was trying to 
keep the Marines out of Midrat (Midnight) Mess but everyone would just say we were on duty and get in line. Midrats 
was basically an afterhours club with food and a great time and nothing worked to keep us extras out until someone got 
the idea to serve only the banger sausages that we got from Australia as Midrats and those things had a strange taste (like 
eating a dead body) that was inedible to thoǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿƴǳǇ Ŝating them. That ended us extras from showing 
up and then more accurate lists were made of who needed to be there so we couldn't get in. 
 
4. On our beach party day in Somalia (I was in the fourth and last group - 4th day) most of us myself included got sunburned 
from head to toe and I mean sunburned. When we got back to the ship that evening the BW brought in and handed out 
jars and jars of Noxzema skin cream for everyone to put on. The smell of Noxzema and sunburn was so strong for days I 
think it even went through the steel walls.  It was years after that before I could even be in the same room with an open 
jar of Noxzema. 
 
5. One of the best memories in my life is when we were getting back to the Philippines after the Arabian Sea and the 
Indian Ocean and the galley was completely closed. I walked in there to see if I could get some coffee and even that was 
secured and a couple of Sailors came out and told me that even the drinks are put away. The galley was clean and spotless 
like the deployment had never even happened. I said that they had really been working hard and that the place looked 
great and as we stood there a couple more Sailors and another Marine or two came up and it kind of dawned on all of us 
that we had made it through a really difficult deployment, not the first deployment for most of the group and everyone 
began to say that it was really something what we just went through. 
 
David Anson Brown 
Westpac 82-83, HQ Comm Plt 31st MAU 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


